OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable W. P. Berms, Jr.
County Auditor

Waller County

Hernpetead, Texes

Dear Sir: Cpinion No. 0-7161
Rez ¥hether the Comuissioners' Court of

#aller County 1s legally 2

te equip its sheriff's d '

with 4 meochine gun, amaauitfion for

sams, tear gas bombg

the subjegt stated abovs!

"] shell appreciate yo xion sthar
Commissioners' Couri of Walle ty {s legelly authorized
to cquip its sherifr's departien ‘1th . naohine gun1
: - BREG. ARGy L+

6n {a), Vernoa's Annotateld

Civ dés in part as follows:

part of the report now required by law, en
gWorn statement of ell the astual end necessary
B girred by him in the conduet of his office such
as statiomery, stemps, telephone, premiug ¢n offiolals?
bonds JIHcluding the cost of surety bonda for his deputies,
premium on fire, burglary, theft, robbery insursnce protect-
ing public funds, traveling expenses, and other nesessery
expenses; provided, that in sddition to the offlcers named
herein, the county treasurer, county auditor, county road
commissioners, county school superintendent, and the hlide
and animal inspeetor shall likewise make a report on the
premiums on officials' bonds, ineluding t he cost of surety
bonds for any deputies, snd gald premiums shall be aubJect
to payment out of the fees of said office, as hereln ctherwise
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provided rfor the officers nemed; =nd provided further

that if any of the officers so designasted esre on e salary
rather than & fee basls, then sll such bond premiums for
officers and their deputies shsll be pald from the Genersl
Fund of the county. The Commissioners Court of the county

of the sheriff's residence may, upon the written sud sworn
nnn‘lln-tiﬂﬂ of the aheriff stating the necesgity therafor
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purchase squipment for a Bursau of Criminsl Iientirioation
such as cameras, fingerprint cards, inks, chemicals, miero-
scopes, radic and laboratory squipment, filing oards, filing
cabinots tear gas, and other equipmant in keeping with the
systen 1n use by the Department of Public Safety of this
State or the United States Department of Justice end/or
Bureau of Criminal Identification. . . ."

We are informd by the Department of Public Safety
of Texas that the items of equipment nemed by you ere irn keeping
with the system of law enforoement in use by said Department,
end that such items are in fast beirg used by the Department of
Public Safety. We think the above quoted statute sufficiently
broed to authorize the Commis sioners' Court of Waller County,
upontgropor application therefor, to purehase said equipment
for use of the sheriff's department. It is therefore our

.. Qpinion Shat the Commissioners' Gourt of Waller County is .
P77 guthorized, upon the written and sworn applioation of the

Sheriff of Waller County stating t he necessity therefor, to
purchase & maochine gun, ammunition for same, tear gas bombs,
and two-way radic, for the use of said sherice's department.

We are not sure what you maah by the expression "other
similar equipment,” and thersfors are not in e position to answer
your question as to such other equipment. ‘

~ Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
APFROVED MAR 22, 1946,
(8igned) W, R. ALLEN

(Signed) GROVER SELLERS : Asaistant
ATTORNEY GENTRAL OF TEXAS o
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